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quested that his statements be transmitted personally to the President
in the belief that they might amplify and clarify the approach through
diplomatic channels which he had made in Washington through
Admiral Nomura.
Prince Konoye, and consequently the Government of Japan,
conclusively and whole-heartedly agree with the four principles
enunciated by the Secretary of State as a basis for the rehabilitation
of relations between the United States and Japan.1
Prince Konoye recognizes that the responsibility is his for the
present regrettable state of relations between our two countries but,
with appropriate modesty as to his personal capabilities, he likewise
recognizes that only he can cause the desired rehabilitation to come
about. In the event of failure on his part, no succeeding Prime
Minister at least during his own lifetime, could achieve the results
desired. Prince Konoye is therefore determined to spare no effort,
despite all elements and factors opposing him, to crown his present
endeavours with success.
The Prime Minister hopes that as a result of the commitments
which the Japanese Government is prepared to assume as communi-
cated to me by Admiral Toyoda, a rational basis has been established
for a meeting between the President and himself. The Prime Minister,
however, is cognizant of the fact that certain points may need
clarification and more precise formulation, and he is confident
that the divergencies in view can be reconciled to our mutual satis-
faction, particularly by reason of the favourable disposition on the
part of Japanese naval and military leaders who have not only sub-
scribed to his proposal but who will also be represented at the suggested
meeting. The Prime Minister stated that both the Ministers of War
and of the Navy have given their full agreement to his proposals to
the United States.
The reports which the Prime Minister has received from the
Japanese Ambassador concerning the latter's conversations with
the President and the Secretary have led the Prime Minister to
think that the administration in Washington entertains serious
doubts as to the strength of the present cabinet, and that the
administration is not certain that in the event that the cabinet
should adopt a peaceful programme, it could successfully resist the
attacks of opposing elements. Prince Konoye told me that from the
inception of the informal talks in Washington he had received the
strongest concurrence from the responsible chiefs of both the Army
1 (i) Respect for the territorial integrity and the sovereignty of each and all
nations;
 (2)	Support of the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of other
countries ;
 (3)	Support of the  principle of equality,  including equality  of commercial
opportunity;
 (4)	Non-disturbance of the status quo in the Pacific except as the status quo may
be altered by peaceful means.	»

